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Japan’s Experiences and Implications of Promoting
Food Education from the Perspective of the Big Food Concept
—Based on New Institutional Economics
QIN Mengni CAO Bin JIA Lei

Abstract: This paper provides a systematic analysis of Japan’s Shokuiku (food education) by examining its
institutional evolution, institutional mechanisms, and institutional performance within the theoretical frame-
work of new institutional economics. The study finds that Japan’s Shokuiku system has exhibited sustained
dynamic evolution in response to changes in agricultural and rural development as well as transformations in
the food system. Through the periodic revision of the Basic Plan for the Promotion o f Shokuiku , institution-
al optimization has been achieved, ensuring the adaptability and effectiveness of policy implementation. From
the perspective of the multifunctionality of agriculture-encompassing production, social, economic, cultural,
and ecological dimensions-the Shokuiku institutional framework in Japan has effectively enhanced consumers’
understanding of agriculture, strengthened trust in domestically produced agricultural products, improved di-
etary structures, preserved healthy dietary traditions, and promoted sustainable dietary practices. As a
result, it has significantly improved the coordination between agricultural supply and demand, enhanced
public health outcomes, and strengthened the sustainability of the agricultural system. In light of China’s
current development context, this paper recommends deepening research on food education, accelerating leg-
islative processes related to food education, establishing a multi-actor collaborative governance mechanism,
developing a localized theoretical framework for food education, and innovating diversified forms of food edu-
cation practices, so as to translate the China’s big food concept from idea to practice.

Keywords: Japan; Food Education; New Institutional Economics; Big Food Concept; Multifunction of Agriculture
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The Social Orientation of Brazil’s Food Security Policies and Its Implications
LIN Ye LU Heng BIAN Chengri

Abstract; In the current context of the global food security instability, food security issues in developing
countries are accompanied by social factors such as anti-poverty, urban-rural integration, social equity, and
social welfare. Since the 21 century, Brazil has recognized the social dimension of food security and has con-
stantly explored rural anti-poverty social policies such as family agriculture, community kitchens, solidarity
kitchens, community gardens, and campus gardens, that integrate food security with social welfare. These
policies are highly social, public, developmental, and comprehensive. The inspiration drawn from Brazil lies
in the organic integration of food security policies and social policies, which is conducive to preventing the po-
larization of capital flowing towards rural areas and the differentiation problem in the connection process be-
tween large agriculture and small farmers. This approach will contribute to comprehensively enhancing the
publicity, resilience, cooperation, and openness of food security.

Keywords: Food Security; Social Dimension; Family Agriculture; Community Kitchens; Solidarity Kitchens
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Agricultural Mechanization in Hilly and Mountainous Areas of China, South Korea, and Japan:
Agricultural Situation Comparison and China’s Path to Surpassing
WU Xingtong RUAN Hua WENG Zhenlin

Abstract; This paper focuses on the lagging agricultural mechanization in China’s hilly and mountainous are-
as. Taking China, South Korea, and Japan as comparison objects, it deeply analyzes their agricultural situa-
tion basis and mechanization development paths. Through a systematic comparison of agricultural situations,
it is found that China, South Korea, and Japan are all in East Asia, with similar natural resource endow-
ments and agricultural management models. The experiences of South Korea and Japan can serve as a
reference model. However, there are also deep-seated structural differences among the three countries in
terms of development stages, land systems, organizational capabilities, and cultural logics. Therefore,
China cannot simply copy the models of South Korea and Japan. Based on an in-depth analysis of policy orien-
tations and practical experiences, this paper points out that the success of South Korea and Japan relies on a
highly organized agricultural cooperative system and long-term financial support, and their paths are depend-
ent on national conditions. In contrast, terrain constraints, fragmented property rights, high organizational
costs, and insufficient financial sustainability constitute the core obstacles to the development of mechaniza-
tion in China’s hilly and mountainous areas. The promotion of agricultural mechanization in China’s hilly and
mountainous areas is not simply a process of technological catching-up but a collaborative governance trans-
formation based on a small-scale peasant society. This paper breaks through the superficial comparison of
technical parameters and subsidy policies in existing literature. It understands the development logic of mecha-
nization in hilly and mountainous areas from the perspective of the coordinated evolution of institutions, soci-
ety, and technology, puts forward specific path suggestions, and provides a more explanatory theoretical
framework and practical inspiration for breaking the development dilemma of agricultural mechanization in
China’s hilly and mountainous areas.

Keywords: China, South Korea and Japan; Hilly and Mountainous Areas; Agricultural Mechanization;

Agricuctural Situation Comparison; China’s Path to Surpassing
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